In considering the tuberculosis problem in India, perhaps one of the most important points to realize, and one that has only been fully appreciated as yet by a few workers, is that the problem is a new one. By this we do not mean to imply that tuberculosis is a new disease or even that it is a recent arrival in this country.
Tuberculosis has claimed its victims in India for the last twenty-five centuries at least, as the disease was described by Sushruta, but even to-day it is apparently not as prevalent as it is in many western countries. Then why, it will be said, is it a major public health problem? There are two reasons; one is to be found in the word apparently?we do not really know the degree of infection of the population 
